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Colossians 2:6-10 
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not 
according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to 
fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 
 
Luke 11:1-13 
(Jesus) was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” (Jesus) said to them, “When you pray, say: 
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the 
time of trial.” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, 
and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door 
has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. “So I say 
to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child 
asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a 
scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… 
 
Last Sunday, after my ego watched our parking lot fill up to hear someone else preach… I 
reminded myself that I had really encouraged all of you to come out and worship with Drew 
and that I needed to get going because my work was cut out for me over in Harrisburg. 
 
If you were here last Sunday, you know that Christ Lutheran is not air conditioned – a prayer 
for Drew and Trinity Lutheran this morning – for me last week, that was actually not a 
problem. My real concern heading over there was that I was going to be leading the Lutheran 
worship service. We like our liturgy here in Presbyterian land, but Lutheran liturgy is High 
Church. There are a lot of up-downs. 
 
When the service began I told them that if at any point during the service they should be 
standing and I still had them sitting – or vice versa – they should just go ahead. And at one 
point during a long prayer I looked up and said, “Are you still supposed to be standing?” 
“Yes,” they answered, and I kept on praying. 
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There were a few rough spots, but I made it through, with my only major regret being a little 
glitch I had during Communion. Here we have the bread and the pitcher and the cup exposed 
– meaning nothing is covering them. Occasionally I’ll forget to take the holy saran wrap off 
and during the first hymn we’ll experience the saran wrap removal liturgical dance. 
 
In the Lutheran and other High Church traditions, the elements are covered. So while 
speaking the prayer of thanksgiving the priest gracefully takes the cloth off of the top of the 
bread and folds it delicately, sets it down, and then does the same for the cup. 
 
Now, I have my gifts, but gracefully doing things is not one of them. 
And when I’m nervous and new at something the Latin term that would apply is: bull in china 
shop.  
 
I did remember to take the coverings off of the elements, but I kind of part set them/part 
pushed them aside like a cloth napkin after a very fulfilling meal of BBQ. I only realized my 
“faux pas” well after the service when the woman who had assisted me with Communion 
apologized for not stepping in and folding the cloths properly. 
 
Honestly, it was a blast to lead High Church – a lot of movement, standing for the reading of 
the Gospel, and a lot of pre-written – very thorough – prayers. 
 
Honestly, our service here is very similar. We too have a certain amount of movement – just 
ask the livestream crew: Welcome in the center – then pulpit – then kj to font – back to pulpit 
– behind Communion table for prayer – then back to center for Benediction. 
 
Our prayers, for the most part, are also pre-written and occasionally quite thorough. You 
participate in some of them, but for the most part ,the worship leaders say the words – while 
you say “amen” or “hear our prayer.” 
 
I think a case can be made that although the Reformers tried to move the words from only 
being up here, to be her and there, the High Church has still done its participants a disservice 
because it makes it seem like only the person up front knowns how to pray correctly, others 
maybe even shouldn’t try. But Jesus and the writer of the Gospel of Luke want us to know that 
couldn’t be further from the truth. 
 
Scripture tells us that the story of the Lord’s prayer (as we call it) both here and in the Gospel 
of Matthew. Matthew’s version is more geared to those well versed in Jewish worship. Luke is 
writing for the Gentiles, the unchurched, and is trying to make prayer more accessible to 
those who might not be used to doing it on their own.  
 
Prayer is a conversation.  
It is a way of being in relationship with God and with those for whom we are praying. 
 
I think this entire passage is about being in relationship with God, with ourselves, and with 
others. 
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“Who are you?” 
 Ask and it will be given to you. 
“How do we love our neighbor?” 
 Seek and you will find. 
“How can I get closer to God?” 
 Knock and the door will be opened for you. 
 
One of my favorite parts of this passage is where Jesus throws a little shade. It’s towards the 
end of the parenting tips: 
Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!” 
 
There’s a story in the Old Testament where Abraham and the Lord are hanging out together 
(like you do). The Lord is really angry at the people who live in this one place because they 
have been very terrible. Scripture tells us their sin is “grave.” 
 
The Lord is very upset – that place is gonna get it – and then Abraham begins his prayer of 
petition. 
 
First, he says something like, “You know… there could be like 50 people in that city who are 
righteous. Would you still destroy the city if it had 50 righteous people in in?” 
Remarkably, the Lord agrees saying something to the effect of, “Well, it there are 50 righteous 
people there, then I guess I won’t punish the city.” 
 
Abraham then says, “You know, I’m just a mortal, but suppose out of those 50 say like 5 of 
them actually aren’t so righteous after all, so really there are only 45 righteous people – you 
wouldn’t punish the entire city just for a lack of five righteous people, right?” 
And the Lord agrees, “I will not destroy if I find 45 either.” 
 
Abraham goes at it again, “suppose 40 righteous are there?” 
God agrees. 40? The Lord won’t destroy the city. 
 
Abraham keeps talking: 30? 20? 10? How about 10? 
 
“For the sake of ten I will not destroy it,” and the Scripture says then the Lord went his way 
(Genesis 18:16ff). 
 
Prayer is a conversation.  
It is a way of being in relationship with God and with those for whom we are praying. 
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When we pray for one another, it shows we care for one another; or at the very least, we care 
about the world we both mutually exist in. 
 
Prayer keeps us from the dangers of apathy.  
It pulls us away from hate.  
Prayer channels us away from indifference and infuses us with empathy. 
 
As a devotional I read this week put it: 
“The church is called, in its prayer life, Sunday liturgy, and mission work, to ask God to reveal 
good in the midst of evil and preserve it. It does so assuming, in the Spirit of Christ, that the 
entire world is beloved and worth saving. It refuses to accept condemnation as the final word, 
seeking instead the merciful heart of God.”1 
 
To borrow from a refrain I often say around Christmas time – prayer pushes back on the 
cynicism and the violence and the evil of this world and says, “I beg to differ.” 
 
Prayer is a conversation.  
It is a way of being in relationship with God and with those for whom we are praying. 
 
Prayer is a declaration that the entire world is worth saving. 
 
In your mercy Lord… hear our prayer. 
 
 
In the name of the Creator, and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
1 Emrys Tyler. Everyday Connections: Reflections and Prayers for Year C. Edited by Heidi Haverkamp. “Themes from this 
Week’s Writers, Proper 12,” p. 389. 


